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4d bother one n ſuffer, at the © N 
Members ſuffer with it: or ane Mem-. 
ber be honoured all the Members rejoice > 


witb it. 


Memberr r in Particular. 
= = HIS Fi gure, in which * Union of 
the Church with Chriſt, and with 
one another, is compared. to that 
of Members joined in one Body, to the Head, 
is frequently repeated in che Epiſtles; and 
carries great Inſtruction in it: The ſignifica- 
tion of it is ſo obvious, and the nature of 
this Union is ſo well perceived by us, that 


there is no need of enlarging, in opening or 
applying the ſeveral Alluſions that ariſe out 


0 f this Allegory. 


It is no where more largely inſiſted "OY 


and in a greater variety of Reflections, than 
in this Chapter. The Diviſions in Corinth, 
their Tons and Schulms, that appeared -, 
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in many Irregular Practices in the leve- 
ral parts of their Worſhip, not excepting 
thoſe of the Holy Sacrament, to which all 
"Chriſtians pay a moſt particular Reſpect, that 
was much raiſed by thoſe very ſolemn and 
| weighty Words towards the end of the for- 
:3--. - whe? > Gltapter; theſe things, I ſay, led St. Paul 
: into the long Diſcourſe 1 in this Chapter, con- 
cerning the Union in one Body, to which 
Chriſtians are called; and that carries him 

into a Rapture in the following Chapter up- 

on Charity, which is the Soul and Life of that 
Union. 

It is much to be lamented. that the ſame, 

if not greater Contentions among us, ma- 

naged with much Sharpneſs, and producing 

diſmal Effects, makes it but too reaſonable 

to reflect on the Obligations that ariſe from 

the Union, to which we ſtand obliged, that is 

ſet forth inthis Chain of Figures, taken from 

the Union of a Humane Body. The Figure 

that our Saviour made uſe of a to this 

e Matter, is much of the ſame Nature: That 
of a Root and Branches, the Root being in | 

Trees, what the Head isin a Man : Only this 
Union is more vital, accompaniedwith Per- 
ception and Reflection. This does in the firſt 
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place teach us, what is the Head or Center 
of this Union. It is Chriſt. Every Union 
among Chriſtians, in which they are not 
join d to Chriſt as their Head, much more 
that which ſets up another Head in a real op- 
poſition, tho in a pretended Subordination 
to him, is a dividing from the true Unity, 
or rather a Conſpiracy againſt the Head. We 
are taught to hold the Head Chriſt, from which 
the whole body by joints and bands has noariſh- : cu 19. 
ment miniſtred, and is knit together, It there- 
fore any Body of Chriſtians put themſelves 
under another Supremacy. and Infallibility, 
and by conſequence under an Implicite Faith: 
and a blind Obedience, if they in defiance to 
the moſt expreſs Rules in the Goſpel ſet up 
the Worſhip of Images and of Saints, and 
worſhip God in a Tongue unknown to the 
People, contrary to a whole Chapter that fol- 
lows my Text very near, if they have given 
other Hopes and Helps towards the Salya- 
tion-of Men's Souls, than thoſe delivered in 
the Scriptures, and if they have very much 
enervated the moſt Eſſential Obligations to 
Vertue, to Contrition, and even to the Love 
of God, then certainly we would ſeparate 
our ſelves from our Head, and enter 5 a 
on- 
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3 againſt him, if we Taran not 
withdraw from any ſuch Body or Society. 

It is upon that we found our Separation 
from the Church of Rome, becauſe tho ſhe 
retained a true Baptiſm, and the Eſſentials of 
_ Chriſtianity, yet ſhe had ſo corrupted it, and 
was ſo ſet on maintaining all theſe Corrupti- 
ons, that inſtead of reforming any one when 
call'd on to do it, ſhe eſtabliſhed them all more 
than before: So that henceforth ſhe can re- 
form nothing complained. of, unleſs ſhe re- 
nounces Infallibility, which is the Baſis ſhe 
is ſetled on: And all the Treatment that 
thoſe who diſcover d theſe Errors met with, 
was Perſecution of all ſorts, and Burning in 
concluſion. This being the Caſe, as in truth 
It is, What was left to thoſe who ſaw into theſe 


Errors, into their fitſt Be ginnings, and into 
the falſe Colours that are put on them, but 


to come out of that Babylon, and to purge 
themſelves, and ſet up Societies, conform to 
the Rules of the Goſpel, and to the Apoſto- 
lical Pattern, both in Doctrine, Workip, and 
Government. This our Forefathers did at 
the Reformation: In this they did not forſake 
the Unity of the Church, but did return to 

1t in Union with its Head. This is the true 
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Principle of the Union of Chriſtians, that they 

_ ought to join in Communion with all 155 
adhere to Chriſt as their Head, and it any de- 
part from him or his Doctrine, St. Peter's Ap- 
peal to the Judgment even of Enemies, M hi- 
ther is it meet to hearhen to Men rather thas to 
| God, will be our Apology in the Opinion of all 
true Judges. 

That which ſcttles this ies docs likewiſe 
lay down a Ground-work for the Unity of the 
Body, as long as it maintains its Union with 

the Head: This we may lay for a Founda- 
tion, that the forſaking the Communion of a 
Church, while the Union with Chriſt is main- 
tained, is a rending his Body, and is by conſe- 
quence a moſt heinous Sin. If one is unhap- 
pily under the Apprehenſion of ſomewhat that 
is unlawful in the Communion of the Church 
where he lives, he ought to examine that in 


the beſt Method, and with the beſt means he 


can come at; with due Care and Attention, 
and with a Mind inclined to wiſh that he may 
ſee cauſe to clear his Doubts, and to continue 
in holy Fellowſhip with all that are about him, 
eſpecially where there are Laws fixed, that are 


15 not in the Power of private perſons to alter: 
it after ſuch Enquiries as he is capable of ma- 
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king, he continues ſtill ſhut up in his Scruples, 
he may hope that God will accept of the Sin- 
cerity of his Heart, and pardon theſe his un- 
affected Miſtakes, or that he will in due time 
dcliver him out of them. Bur if a Man isnor 
bound up by the Apprehenſion of any thing 
that is unlawful in an Eſtabliſhed Church, cer- 
tainly he is under an Obligation of continuing 
in that Communion, and of not ſeparating 
from it. 

This muſt be the Meaſure and Extent of 
our maintaining the Union of the Body: If 
we are at all bound to it by the Laws of Chriſt; 
which were fixed and explained by the Apo- 
ſtles : Otherwiſe it is only a diſcretional mats 
ter, that we may do or not do as we pleaſe. 
When it is conſider' d with what Bm | 
. Chriſt prayed to his Father, that his Diſciples 
and their Followers might be kept in one, and 
made perfect in one, repeating it often, and in 
Expreſſions of great Weight and Authority; „ 
when we add to this the Charge that the A- 
poſtles give almoſt in every Epiſtle, to the 
Churches, to maintain Union, Love, and a 
Fellowſhip in Worſhip ; when we conſider 
what a mean this Union 1s, to advance the 
great ends of Religion, and that Love by 


which 
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which Chriſt will have all Men know that we are 
his Diſciples ; when we conſider the many fa- 
tal ill conſequences of Diſunion and Separa- 
tion, the Factions and Animoſities that are 
raiſed by it in Church and State, and the vio- 
lent Convulſions into which theſe have often 
thrown the World, and our ſelves in particu- 
lar, and the very ill State to which we are 
now reduced by them; when, I ſay, all theſe 
things are duly conſider d, it is to be hoped 
that Men of truly tender Conſciences will exa- 
mine this matter carefully, and fee how they can 
juſtifie themſelves to their own Conſciences, 
to God, and to the World, for keeping up a 
Breach that is letting in ſuch an Inundation 
of Miſeries upon us, and that upon Princi- 
ples that will not bear the Teſt; for certainly 
this is of the greateſt Importance to them- 
ſelves as well as to the whole Church. Thoſe 
who conſider this matter ſeriouſly, how gentle 
ſoever they may be with relation to any ſevere 
Treatment towards ſuch Perſons, yet they can- 
not help having ſad Apprchenſions of the thing, 
and a deep ſenſe of the Sin of ſuch cauſcleſs 
Separation: For cauſcleſs it muſt be, if there 
is nothing that is apprehended to be unlawful 


in the Communion from which the Separation 
is made. „ But 
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42 Iſa. 2. 


But as we fee from theſe Principles cauſe 
both to juſtify our Separation from the Church 
of Rome, and to lament and cenſure the Sepa- 
ration made from us, ſo another Inference 
that may be made from them, is, that we 
ought in Meekneſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe _ 
themſelves, to conquer them by the force of 
Reaſon, and by a Spirit of Love. It was the 
Character of our Saviour, that he did not 
cry nor ſtrive, and that his Voice was not heard 
in the ſtreets. He is called the Lamb of God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt appearcd over him in the 


form of a Dove. Theſe are ſpeaking Emblems 


of Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, and ſuch will all 
be that put on Chriſt, and are led by his Spi- 
rit. This has been the peculiar Character in 


which our Church has gloried; and by which 


her Moderation has been made known to all 


Men. She ſtudies to conquer not by the Spi- 
rit of the World, nor with that Temper that 
is too natural to the Men of the World. If 


3 Jam. 14. 
to the end. 


any chooſe rather to depart from this, and 
go into the Methods of bitter Envy (the Word 
in the Original is Zeal) and Strife, they give 
the Lye to that which is the Voice of Chriſt 
and his Church: They may perhaps glory in 
this their Zeal, but they glory againſt the Truth: 

There 
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There may be a Policy and Wiſdon: in ſuch Me- 
thods, but it is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh; 


for where ſuch bitter zeal and ſtrife is, there will 
be confuſion and every evil work : But theWiſdom 
that is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 


gentle, and eaſy to be entreated. Men that let 
themſelves looſe to Anger and Paſſion, and to 
the thoughts of Severity and Revenge, ought 
to conſider, that the wrath of Man does not work 


the righteouſneſs of God. It weare acted by a 1 Jam 20. 


Spirit of Love, all bitterneſs, clamour, with all 
malice, will be put away ; and we will put on bow- 
els of mercies, kindneſs, and humbleneſs of mind, 
forbearing and forgiving one another; and above 


all put on Charity, which is the bond of perfectneſs.; col. 1: 


While we act in ſuch a Spirit, as it has a 
commanding beauty and influence, that will 
have real effects, ſo we may expect large mea: 
ſures of Aſſiſtances from above, as well as of 
Bleſſings upon our endeavours thus manag'd. 

Theſe are all juſt and clear Inferences from 
the union of the Body to which we are called 
in Chriſt Feſus. I go now to another Conſide- 
ration that lies yet more obvious in my Text, 
and is more ſuitable to the preſent occaſion: 
As every Church ought to ſtudy to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, ſo there 

| ought 
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ought to be chat mutual Correſpondence a- 
mong all the Churches that becomes the Mem- 
bers _ one Great Body, under one Head. If 
any Church, or part of it ſuffers, all the reſt 
ought to expreſs ſuch ſympathy as may prove, 
that they are living, and not dead, or PRs 
tick Members of the Body. 

The Sufferings of 5 4 will touch us in 
the quick, if we are acted by a Spirit of Life 
and of Love: And the rather, if it is for the 
Truth, for the ſame common Faith that we 
do all profeſs. The Afflictions of others, of 
what nature ſoever, or from what Hand ſo- 
ever they come, will affect us, if we have any 
meaſure of Humanity in us, but much more 
if we have a Spirit of love ſhed abroad in our 
hearts. - But certainly this will give us more 
ſenſible Perceptions, 1f the Cauſe is common 
to us with them. We are all of one Houſ- 
hold and Family, and when the Houſe is at- 
tack d in any part of it, we ought all to run 
to a common Defence, and to an united Aſ- 
ſiſtance. Our Zeal upon ſuch Occaſions will 
be more excited, if there was no Provocati- 
ons given by thoſe who ſuffer on ſo good an 
Account, not ſo much as to furniſh a colour 
for ſuch ill Uſage; fo that it is pure Malice 


* and 
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and Hatred to the Truth that ſets the Perſe- 
cutors on. When any Limb is, as it were, 
cut off from the Body, as the whole is weak- 
ned, ſo all the Body ought to be ſenſible of 
a diminution of their Strength : Every Church 
is as an Outwork to all neighbouring Churches, 

which are both weakned and more expoſed, 

by every ſuch Breach that is made upon the 
whole. And any principal Part or Member of 
this Body is ſo much the nearer danger and 
ruine, when any of the weaker Parts is deſtroy d. 

This whets the Spirits of Savage Men, and 
ſucceſs in one Deſign animates them to un- 
dertake another ; and when the ſtrongeſt Body 
ſees the waſtes made on the weaker Parts of 
the ſame Profeſſion, they muſt reckon, that the 
more conſiderable they are, their Enemies bear 
them the more unrelenting Spite, and are only 
waiting fit Opportunities and proper Methods 


to devour them as well as others, with ſo 
much the more eagerneſs as they are the more 


conſiderable. 
Thoſe who being in a full ſtate of Pro- 


ſperity think themſelves ſafe, and apprehend 
no danger, are on that very Account more in 


danger, than if they were more on their guard, 
and more feelingly touch d with the Sufferin 85 
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of others: And if a reverſe of Fortune ould 
overtake them, it would be a melancholy ag- 
gravation of their Sufferings, when they came 
to reflect on the coldneſs and inſenſibility with 
which they looked at the Sufferings of others. 
They might juſtly apprehend the like treatment 
from thoſe to whoſe Compaſſions they would 
be then forced to fly. Thus we ought to poiſe 
the Sufferings of others, that we may feel the 
weight of them on our own Spirits ; and from 
what they ſuffer to be often conſſ dering, how 
arc we fitted or prepared to give thelike proof 
of our Faith and Patience, if called to it. 
Could we reſolve to forſake our Country 
and our Friends, our Houſes and our Eſtates, 
and make a Sacrifice of all we have, if called 
to offer it up, rather than make Shipwrack of 
of the Faith and of a good Conſcience. 
Theſe Thoughts will give us quick and 
tender. Impreſſions of the Sufferings of others. 
This muſt be the motive that draws Charity 
from us; for as the Charity of the Heart, 
without Bounty and Liberality, according to 
our Abundance, is but a deluſion; ſo the 
largeſt Bounty, even the giving all our Goods 
70 the Poor, if there is not a principle of | 
Charity at Heart that draws it out, is nothing | 
in the ſight of God. White 
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the Wonder and Joy of the better part of Man- 
Worſt: The other Churches do rejoyce in her; 


of his Favour. Theſe things ought not to. 


kind, as well as the Envy and Hatred of the 


all have been often refreſned by the Riches of 
her Liberality, as well as Defended and Protect- 
ed under her ſhadow. God has indeed load- _ 
ed us with his Bleſſings; and diſtinguiſhed us 
from all the Churches now under Heaven, by 
many happy Privileges and ſpecial. Characters 


fwell.us up to a Conceit of our ſelves and Con- 


tempt ofothers. We muſt not be high minded, hat 


; fi We ſee how the judgments of God have 


walking round all the Churches; many of 


them being brou ht under great Shakings and. 


Convulfions; and fome under. a total Diſperſi- 
on; while we have eſcap'd, being only af-. 
frighted; and perhaps, the leſs ſenſible of our 
Danger, as well as of our Deliverance, becauſe 


we were only affrighted, but felt. nothing of, 
that which has fallen ſo heavily on. many. 


other Churches: Some. ſeem now. to. be ſo. 
eaſy, that they can hardly bear the being call'd 
on to think they are in any Danger! and ſeem- 
really to hate our Deliverance as much as they 


diſparage the Memory of our Deliverer : But let. 
Unthinking or Ill⸗deſigning Men ſay or intend }| 
what they pleaſe, we muſt from time to time. 


Fe 


ſound an Allarm to make People conſider a 
little more than they ſeem to do, what we 
ought to look for, and to fear, if ever we fall 
into the Hands of thoſe our Cruel Enemies, 
who are careful from time to time to let us 
ſee, what Spirit they are of, and how true they 
are to the Cruel and Extirpating Principles de- 
creed in their Councills ; and to that unheard 
of courſe of Perſecution, that they have ſet on 
and have continued in from the firſt dawn- 
ings of the Reformation, that was on thoſe 
Mountains that lie ſo near this Church, that 
is the late Victim of their Fury. The Courts 
ſet up for this end, wherever the Influence of 
that Church could fo far prevail. The Courts, 
I fay, of Inquiſition have invented Methods of 
Procedure, that both for Injuſtice and Cruelty 
exceeded all the Contrivances even of the 
worſt of former Ages. And when they bring 
Princes entirely into their management, tho' 
their own Me ista may be both juſt and 
Merciful, yet by their intoxicating Witchcraft, 
they make them come up even in Barbarity to 
all that Inquiſitors have been able to contrive. 
About 40 Years ago the World had felt the 
Happineſs of a ſhort ſuſpenſion of Severity on 
the account of Religion fo ſenſibly, that it was 
hoped that Management was to be chang'd 
is | 3 | o 
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into more Political as well as milder methods 
of Converſion: But a Perſecuting Church is 
Reftlefs and Violent, even when no fhadow of 
a Provocation is offer d, A Prince, who in 
his Minority was ſaved only by the Fidelity 
of Fly wane of the True Religion was 


4 , 200 353 £4 | 1 9 . net” - 
made to f̃eſſect on that, not with the impreſſj- 
ofis of Gratitude, that mien have been-expe- 
art from a juſt and good Mind, but quite the 
A 23: LU il 31h e gw 3:3 Swe dj Ba HIS» 
contrary.” He was mate to obſerve, that as 
ſuch a Body of Men ſav'd him, fo if they 
al nic. C4 qt ”= «TAY £5 I 9. i _—— 
had taken the other fide,- he was certainly un- 


dene e And” upon this, it was fer up for 4 
Maxim, That this Body was to be depreſs d 
0 Des 23.1.4 an 32S „„. e 4 wt 
by all manner of ill Uſage, and was at laſt to 
be deſtroy d, tho they had irrevocable Edicts, 

„ "5 ts Hr I 4 al ener TCL X 
confirm d by Oaths, and many repeated Pro- 
mifes and Declarations, afſuring them, that 
they ſhould be maintain'd inviolably, even 
wheti they were broken in the moſt crying In-- 
: *%3 TEL IS LLAMA abi A $4 nne 
ſtances. After a Courſe of many Years unjuſt, 
and ſhameful Oppreſſions, at laſt the fatal Hour: 
came, in which the Faith ſo often given, and 
the Edicts ſo oft confirm d, were all tobe broke 
thro' at once. An Army was let looſe upon poor 
Innocents to live at Diſcretion to waſte and 12 
ſtroy all their Subſtance, to ruin their Hohſes 
and Eſtat6s, 'and to treat their-Perſons with,; | 
ho © r wecooh dos bike | 8 x 
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allimaginable Indiguities ard Violence. Ua 5 
heard of Cxuelties were every where commit- 
| ted; na Complaints were ſo much as receivd 


Or examin'd | into; and no Redreſs was to - 5 


expected till they conform'd themſelves 


their Church. 


Im; ſelf was a Witneſs to this. 1 went · uf 0 
and down thoſe Parts duri 


ry. it was beyond expreſſon: Men other- 
10 calm, an reaſonable, ſeeayd tranſported 


| with Ra age. his was: inflamed; by-the Cler⸗ 


eſpecially the Regulars, without the leaſt 
regard, to the. rg of; their Character: 

Repeated Orders. were..every Day brought 
from the Court, preſſing a ſpeedy: difpateti of 


thoſe. Conyerfions, Some of the. Military 


Men, who were condemn'd to be the Execu- 
tioners of thoſe Perſecuted Members of Chriſt, 
did often relent; * ſeem'd weary of that: 
mercileſs Campaign z 

by their Clergy to ſignalize their Zeal. for 


their Idolizd King and their Church. What 


I then, faw. and heard in every place where I 


wen as it was the Melancholieſt part of my 
ge e Life, ſol hape.it was not the leaſt Edi. 
fyipg; bo when L reflect, which I often: do, on 


"he 


w. bath in the Perſecutors, and in the 


poor 


King's pleaſure, andreconciPd« themſblves 8 


that Fury And 


ut they were puſfi d on 


r 


poor and harmlefs Perſeduted Flock. Blaſphe- 
mies, Curſes, a Contempt of the pretences to 
Conſcience and Religion, an Impious extolling 
their King, as if his Pleaſure and Orders were 
to be obeyed blindfold, was the Language of 
one ſide, to which one was then ſo accuſtom- 
ed, that it was not eaſy to reſtrain the Indi- 
gnation which this kindled. On the other 
hand there was nothing but bitter Mournings, 
among thoſe who were ſenſible what they had 
loſt when it was paſt Recovery: who were 
then bewailing their Sins, and had the ſhame 
of their forced Apoſtacy to imprinted on their 
Minds, that it appeared viſibly in their very 
Looks as they walked the Streets. They re- 
ſolved to abandon all that thoſe Perſecuting 
Robbers had left them: and tho' their flight 
was in Winter, and they knew how carefully 
the Ways were watched, how many were ta- 
ken, and ho cruelly they were uſed upon it, 
yet they continued ſo fixed in it, that tho 
many were catched in the Nets that were 
every where laid for them, for they had Perils 
in the Wav, Perils from their Country-men, and 
Perils from ſome Falſe: Brethren, yet great num-' 
bers | eſcaped happily, ' and ſeemed raviſhed 
with Joy, that after they had ſuffered the | 
ſpoiling of their Goods, chey had at laſt got 


their 
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their Souls for a prey. It was the chief Enter- | 
tainment during that diſmal Time, to hear 
the Relations of the Adventures of thoſe Ex- 
iles. All this was the more dreadful to thoſe 
of this Church and Nation, becauſe it lets us 
ſee what was very near us, and what in all 
probability would have been our Lot, long be- 
fore this time, if it had not been that we 
were reſcued as a Brand pluck'd out of the 
Fire, by our late Glorious Deliverer, The 
Prince of the Church and Country now waſt⸗ 
ed and diſperſed. ane 

It was a ſmall tho' an Ancient and entire 
Soveraignty. Its Dignity was much raiſed by 
that Succeſſiom of Hero's that has indeed 
rendred this Principality more Famous than- 
it had been in Former Apes. It was not 
conſiderable for its Extent : and tho? it was 
once well Fortified, yet it lay ſo expoſed that 
it was much at the Mercy of thoſe, who as 
they hated the True Religion profeſſed in 
it, ſo they could not bear the Pattern of a 
Juſt and mild Government, when there was 
nothing of that ſort round about it. All the 
Principality was as a Garden, well ſtocked, 
and much improved: where every Man was 
ſecure in his Pro 115 and all Induſtry was 
much incoura any heir. laſt Great Prince, 
| ſtood- 
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* e to the Intereſts of Ron Ind of - 
2 Country, even when in a lower Orb, that 
be could neither be Bribed nor Frighted out *- 
of them So bis Firmneſs and Fidelit was to 
obs rexenged, an his poor Subjects in is Prin- 
cipality. U pon the firſt Fury of the Drag | 
Nineteen Years ago, many fled from their own -- 
homes to Orange for ſhelter : they were receiw- 
ed and entertained with: the Tenderneſs and. 
Charity, that' Brethren owe: one another, 1 - 
ſuck, Extremities, This laſted not long. 
threatning Meſſage was ſent to them to d 1s i 
all thaſe who: had. taken Refuge: among them. 
With, this, they who hadi pm ry de. 
fend;themſalves; were; ; foxcedb eme . 
that did. not. lerve;turn; 
A Body of Draggons came and ab 
with the. {ame-outragious: Fur * that had been 
let lgoſs on the Subjects of Etancer Their Mi- 
niſters were called for they? had: hid: them- 
ſelyes z but in order cothe drawing them out of 
their lurking places, it was ſaid, that no hurt was 
al igned them but chat. if they did not appear, 
ir Churches muſt be ſhut upand demolifti-- 
edi, Lhey(truſting:to this, did put themſelves / 
into their Enemies Hands. They werein no 
ſoxt either C riminals or Pri ſoners of War: nei. 
ther of ſtheſe was ſo much as pretended: Let 
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out of a Spite to their Native Prince they were 
WH ſhut up in very uncomfortable Priſons, where * © 
1 they were kept, until the Peace of Reſwick pro- 
cur d them their Liberty. TH that time tle 
Principality was as Cruelly uſed, as it hat 


— * 


been unjuſtly | Seized. ef IE 033 wi Sn red ww be SAAD 
l hapned to be in the Neigbourhood of that 
City when the Dragoons brake in upon them: 
but their being there made it not adviſable to 
go and ſee that Scene of Violence and Cruelty. 
* it not my ſelf; but heard enough of it 
from thoſe who both ſaw it and felt it. This 
was one of many of thoſe injuſt Invaſions 
on the Rights of Mankind, as well as on God's 
Prerogative, which is Conſcience. For tho 
that Principality was ſo unhappily ſituated, 
that no. Aſſiſtance could be convey'd to it; yet 
it was an entire and independent Soveraignty, 
that owed no Homage, much leſs Obedience 
in any ſort, to the Crown of France. After a 
. continuance for T hirteen Years of this Vio- 
lent Invaſion, in concluſion things were re- 
ſtor'd by the Treaty of Ryſwick to their for- 


TY mer State. They return'd to their old Alle- 
9 giance; and the Liberty of Religion, together 
T: with the Mildneſs of their former Government, 
oy was again happily. ſettled. They knew 
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too well how little they could depend on 
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the Faith of Treaties, or the moſt Sacred Pro- 
miſes; yet ſuch Charms has one's Native 
Country, ſuch are the Attractives of ancient 
Habitudes and Friendſhips, that many ven- 
tured back again; they reckon'd that they 
ſhould be ſafe, at leaſt as long as their Prince 
liv'd, or as long as France either conſider d or 
fear'd him. They had a ſhort Interval, like a 
Dream that paſt ſoon away, and is now gone. 
When it pleaſed God to put an end to the 
Life of their laſt Prince, and our late King, 
then, tho' it was our great Happineſs to be 
bleſt by Her Majeſty's peaceable Acceſſion to 
the Crown, ſo that we felt no Interruption in 
our Quiet, but enjoy ſtill a happy Tranquilli- 
ty with a moſt flouriſhing Proſperity, yet their 
Loſs was irrecoverable. They had no Pro- 
tection in veiw, and no Strength in hand: So 
they fell as a Victim into the power of their 
Enemies. Some ſhew of Juſtice and Favour 
they met with, a litle more indeed than the 
Court of France ſhewed to their own People : 
Whether they were apprehenſive of the De- 
ſpair to which extream Proceedings had dri- | 
ven thoſe, whom an unrelenting Oppreſſion 
has forced to ſtand to their own Defence, and. 

on that account they were willing rather to 
deliver themſelves from thoſe Confeſſors upon | 

| whom 
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whom they ſaw they could not prevail, or no 
1 ſhall not determine; for they ſeem to be too 
far paſt feeling, to think that this appearance 
of Mercy riſe from a better Principle. The 

were charged, tho' without a ſhadow of proof, 
with affiſting thoſe who were in Arms in their 
Neighbourhood. Theſe Reports were ſpread 
on purpoſe to caſt an Imputation on them, and 
to give the riſe to further Severities: ſo they 
were all required either to Abjure, or to leave 


the Country in three Months. It was then given 
out, that they had leave to ſell their Goods and 


Eſtates, and the term of three Months was aſ- 


ſign d them for doing it. But this was made in- 


effectual by ſecret Intimations, that thoſe who 
ſhould buy of them, would be looked on as 
Friends and Favourers of Hereſy : And it 


LY 
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was infus'd into the People by the inrag'd Cler- 


gy, That it would bea Mortal Sin to furniſh 


them with any Encouragement to go where 
they would live and dye in Hereſy. Theſe 


Suggeſtions prevail'd ſo much, that tho' they 


offer d to ſet all to Sale at very low Rates; 
; yet they could find none that would or durſt 


deal with them. Some few Jews in the Neigh- 
bourhood were more merciful than thoſe Ido- 


latrous and Cruel Chriſtians ; ſome ſmall help 


they got from what was ſold to them, It was 
r D 2 hoped 


A Sermon upon the Brief 
hoped by their Enemies, that in a courſe of 
ſome Months, the Diſcouragements they were 

to be put under, and the Practices upon them, 
might abate the Joy and Fervour of Mind, 

with which they receiv'd the News of their 
Baniſhment: So that their Miniſters might not 

ſupport them under ſuch Trials, they were 
immediately ſent away. Here were ſome 
Thouſands of both Sexes retolv'd on the Jour- 
ney, poor and miſerable as they were. It was 
during the violent Heats in Summer, ſo to make 
a Journey of 48 Leagues, which is about 140 
our Miles more intollerable and chargeable; the 
Men among them were requir'd to makea great 

- compaſs thro the Duke of Savoy's Dominions 
of 160 Leagues, about 450 of our Miles : And 
the Women were order'd to be drawn up b 
Water to Lions, in ſo ſlow a paſſage, and 7 
fcorch'd with Heat, that this, with all the In- 
dignities they met with in their Way, in which 
they advane'd not above a League a Day, and 

[f! all the Extortion and Plundering thro' which 

on... — went, without either Redreſs or Com- 

paäaffion, all this I ſay, made that Journey to 
de a confiderable degree of Martyrdom. | 

- = It had been impoſſible for them to have 

__.. wreſtled thro' ſuch Difficulties, if God had not 

both animated them with an invincible Con- 
WV ſtancy, 
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ſtancy,and had pour'd outa meaſure of that Spi- 
rit of Charity, which was one of the firſt Glories 
of Chriſtianity, upon the richer among them, 
they making diſtribution of all they had for the 
ſupplying the Neceflities of their Brethren. 
Here were eminent Inſtances both of the Faith, 
the Patience and the Charity of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans. Bytheſe means, and by the Charities with 
which ſome furniſh'd them ſecretly on the way, 
for even among Papiſts, all are not equally Bar- 
barous, and many in thoſe Parts have ſtill in them 
the root of an Affection to the Truth, tho the 
love of this World has made them forſake and 


deny it; they were enabled to accompliſh their 


long and uncomfortable Journey. At laſt it was 


ſo ſtrangely order'd, that on the ſame Day, in 
which the Men after their long and tedious . 
March, under which ſeveral of them ſunk and 
dy'd by the Way, came to Geneva, the Women 
arriv'd there likewiſe. We underſtand from thoſe 


that were then there, with what inexpreſfible - 


Joy they welcom'd one another, and how they 


rejoyc'd that now they met again, tho' poor and 
almoſt naked, and in appearance in a ftrange ##F- 


Country. They quickly found, indeed, that it 


was no ſtrange Country. They were every where 
receiv'd, entertain d and us'd as Brethren, and ho- 
nour d as Confeſſors. Thus a Journey of fix Weeks 
. <ontinunace, was at laſt happily ended. The 
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The charitable Relief they met with in that 
Zealous City amounted to 4000 J. of our Mo- 
ney. The Noble and Laudable Cantons, who 
have given in our time ſo many Inſtances of a 
Charity even beyond their ſtrength, but that 
Charity endureth all things, knew that the Re- 
publick of Geneva, how affectionate ſoever, 
could not bear this Burden long, ſo they ſent 
for them,and made ſuch a Repartition of them 
in their ſeveral Cities and Diſtricts, that they 
undertook to take care of them during the ap- 
proaching Winter, till the next Spring which 
15 now coming on: And by this time they ex- 
pe& ſuch a concurrence of the Charity of o- 
ther Reformed Churches, as may put theſe 
Pious Exiles into a Method of Subſiſtance. 
Her Majeſty has receive'd their Addrefles 
with the Piety and Compaſſion that are ſo na- 
tural to Her; and does now recommend them 
to the Charity of the Nation. 5 
After all this Deduction of their Sufferings, 
it does not ſeem —_— to ſay much to pro- 
voke you to a large Effuſion of Charity on ſo 
ſignal an Occaſion: What can move us more 
powerfully, than when we ſee ſuch a Courſe 
of Inhumane and Barbarous Fury on the one 
hand, and of ſuch Firmneſs, Conftancy, and 
Patience on the other hand. We are provok d 
T 4471 | to F 
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toa Jealouſ\ by the Liberalities of others, that are 
in no ſort able to afford it ſo plentifully, as by the 
Bleſſing of God we are. Here is a whole Church, 
or rather a little Nation that comes in a Body to 
throw themſelves upon Providence, and on the 
Bowels of their Brethren. Can we hear of ſuch 
things, and not be moved, and melted by them. 
One Circumſtance in this matter, will, I hope, have 
ſome effect. This is the laſt Stroke, that the Ma- 
lice of their Enemies as well as ours, could level at 
the Memory of our late Great King, for whoſe 
ſake they felt they were all along the worſe uſed 
and it ſeems to be the laſt Tribute we can pay the 
Memory of our late Deliverer, to be more than 
ordinary bountiful to theſe his Faithful, and now 4 
* Miſerable Subjects. 7 6 7 
A Charity ſuitable to the Occafion may be a 
means to ſecure to us thoſe Bleſſings we do now fo | 
richly enjoy. We do not know how long: Things 
are brought to a great, and as far as we can judge 
to the laſt Criſis. The long Oppofition in which 
the two Crowns of France and Spain have been en- 
gaged, was one of the moſt apparent methods of 
Providence, in preſerving the Reformation, whilſt _ > 
each fide as it needed ſtrength, againſt the prevail- M ! 
ing Force of the other, made uſe of ſuch affiſtance- >. | 
as the Reformed could give them, and fo both 
Courts could not concur in the ſame Defign of ex 
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5 e Hereticks, as they call us 2 5 "Ab which- 
te Court of Rome has been always driving. - Now 
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th are united, and if that cannot be broken, 
ere is no viſible Strength left in the Reformati- 
to refiſt that! Force, that will be in time all. | 
Arn 'd-againſt them for their L Deſtruction. In which. 
no part of it ought to expect a ſeverer ſharè, than 
; Week this Church muſt look for. And the — 
that eroſs Winds have put to Her Majeſties ort 
dus Undertaking this Way, as it may make 
E juſtly fear, that our Sins are the chief Gbſti ar. : 
_ Wa turning, from theſe, and crying 1 ay, 
to God, and the abounding in ſuch Acts of Cha; 
e 'this now before us, are the moſt effec al, 


ys Perſon, whom G04 long preſerve,” . 454 I 
Jer r Great and Good Dehigns, an ary 16 
m. This may e even; 5 
* 9 Course of the Winds and Seas, may pou ; 
Lure us happy Seaſons and proſpero wer Campa : 
WE way end in a juſt Peace and za Security at 


oHk and abroad: above all, this may ſecure to us, 
andt6 our 3 the unvaluable cli of the? ; 
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